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Abstract


The growth of dance worldwide has brought to light its importance in the different aspects of life. However, focus on dance participation has been limited to the female gender. In the Philippines today, male part in dance is encouraged but prejudices still surface resulting to preference among men to learn games and sports to dance during their free time. Thus, there is a need to examine the male’s point of view with regards to dance in order to further understand the role of men in the dance world and find solutions to the lack of male part in dance.


This thesis described the perception on dance of selected Filipino college students with age range 15 to 30 years old. It further analyzed the influence of selected variables to the established factors on perceptions. A validated questionnaire was accomplished by 450 respondents from 7 university in Metro Manila. Data included personal and educational background of the students, participation in dance and some 100 statements reflecting perceptions on dance. Factor analysis was used to describe the perceptions on dance by the male college students.


The study reveled ten (10) factors that best described the Filipino male college student’s perceptions on dance. Relationship with the independent variables (religion, school, course, year level, age,  ballet, modern dance, jazz/tap and dance club involvement) were also analyzed. These are: Exposure Dimension (with school, course, dance involvement), societal support and influence (school), interest in dance (school, course), opportunity for learning dance (religion, school), nationality/ international acknowledgment (school), curricular implications (age, modern dance), dance as a source of fulfillment (school), public esteem in dance (jazz/tap dance), dance as a career (course) and homosexuality issue in dance (ballet).


School was found to be the most influential variable affecting the perceptions of the male college students. Exposure of students was also possible with other agents of socializing like the family and friends. These agents helped the students in understanding and accepting the benefits dance can provide as well as accessibility for participation up to the level as a career. Male students still perceive dance with being part of the women’s world, thus associating dance for men as a homosexual issue.


These results turn our attention to strengthening dance programs for male students in school P.E. Further, other forms of dance should be well promoted outside the school program to attract more male parts. Continuous research should be made to reveal the changing views of the male regarding dance which will form bases for dance program planning and promotion that is gender free in the future.
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